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19510 Lorain Road - Unit No. 108

Fairview Park, OH 441?57 “mv‘,rnm}
January 9, 1996 w“\,
Office of the Secretary JAI\] I 8"996
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. . )
Washington, DC 20554 . "OL WAL HOO

Re: MM Docket No. 95-176

Dear Sir:

I have been legally blind for nine years with macular
degeneration. I do have some peripheral vision remaining and I
can still watch Television with the aid of optical devices.

My depth perception is pretty well gone and dark scenes are
extremely difficult for me to follow in T V programs.

A few years ago I became aware of some experimental T V
programming done by some PBS stations like WGBH of Boston
where a descriptive narrative was added to some programs to
enhance the enjoyment of visually impaired persons.
One major problem was that adaptive equipment was needed unless
your T V set had stereo, which I did not.

Within the last twelve months my local Cable T V operator
added the Nostalgia Network. I soon found out this network
offered a couple programs with a narrative track-- and I did
not need any adaptive equipment. I was so thrilled I
contacted Nostalgia and through them I was put in touch with
NTN, Narrative Television Network. I have volunteered to
participate as a Consumer panelist.

Tt is through NTN I have learned about the proceedings in
the above captioned Docket. I would like to be able to see
more programming on Television with the audio descriptive
feature. I definitely enjoy the programming with this feature.
I should add that when I watch television with some of my
sighted friends they find they enjoy the programming more with the
added audio.

There is an ever increasing number of senior citizens
visually impaired in our country's population due to the
fact people are just plain 1living longer and the longer
you live the more likely you are to lose vision or partial vision.
Television is one of the elderly's few remaining pleasures.
Anything within reason you can do to enhance the life of the
visually impaired would he greatly appreciated.

Regpectfully,

/ché
Ralph N. Thaye
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